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Celebrate Co-op Month with  
REA on a Day Long Bus Trip! 

October 10, 2025    7:30 AM to 4 PM

Join REA for a day showcasing some REA 
businesses and their unique energy needs. 
This year, we will be visiting the Glenwood/

Starbuck area with notable stops at CF 
Industries, the Lake Mary Substation, Rolling 

Forks Vineyard and more! 

A   REA Office

B   Lake Mary Substation

C   CF Industries

D   Dorrich Dairy

E   Rolling Forks Vineyard

F   Glacial Ridge Growers Greenhouse

G   Glacial Lakes State Park

Spots are limited, there is a max capacity of 40 
participants.  

To sign up, call or email Ally:

Sign Up Today!

320-762-1121

ally.koudela@runestoneelectric.com

Tentative Tour Route*

*Tour subject to change 

Cost: $20 per person

Includes tours, tastings, lunch and transportation



REA Board of Director Meeting Highlights - July 2025
	» �Reviewed the Financial Report for June 2025. June kWh sales 
were 12% under budget, which brought the REA margin down 
for the month.

	» �Discussed the pros and cons of sending capital credit checks to active 
accounts. Directed staff to proceed with exploring the issuance of bill 
credits to active members, rather than mailing checks.

	» �Reviewed the results of the RESAP (Rural Electric Safety 

Achievement Program) unannounced inspection on May 15, 
2025. Discussed areas of strong performance, satisfactory 
performance and areas of opportunity. 

	» �Approved Ken Johnson, Hoffman (District 3), and Erik Peterson, 
Alexandria (District 5), to serve three-year terms on the Member 
Advisory Council. 

	» September Board Meeting will be Tuesday, September 28, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.
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This month, I’d like to highlight 
the employees of Runestone 
Electric Association (REA). Cliff 
Hove became the cooperative’s 
first employee in 1935, serving 
as manager and project 
superintendent during the 
cooperative’s early years. Since 
that time, nearly 950 employees 

have been employed by REA in seasonal, part-time and 
full-time positions. More than half of the 950 were meter 
readers prior to the introduction of electronic meters in 
1998.

The evolution of job titles over the past 90 years is 
impressive – groundman, laborer, mechanic, key punch 
operator, janitress, meter reader, summer help, heavy 
equipment operator, computer programmer, student 
learner, electric service specialist, shop man, typist 
clerk, plant record clerk, and the list goes on. Today, 

we have 34 employees, some 
of whom hold legacy titles, as 
well as titles like network & IT 
administrator, cable locator, 
energy management technician, 
and journeyman lineman. No 
matter the title, they reflect the 
roles necessary to operate today’s electric cooperative. 

As with many occupations, some days at REA are 
routine – processing payments, paying bills, replacing 
poles, changing out yard lights, and so on. But I have 
seen firsthand what happens when a storm blows 
through and the switchboard lights up with outages. 
This group launches into action, taking your calls, 
analyzing maps, loading trucks, doing whatever it takes 
to get your power back on as quickly and safely as 
possible. 

Trust me when I say you have a great team working for 
you! 

Al Haman 
CEO

A Note from the CEO
REA employees through the years

REA employees 
(from left to right) 
Ginny Mentele, Vivian 
Mattson, and Marlene 
Lorsung at REA’s Grant 
County Fair booth in 
the early 1950s.

The REA crew in 1946 (front 
row, left to right): Augie 
Peterson, Bill Sandberg, Earl 
Cook, Elliot Sherman and 
Louis Kappahn. (Back row, 
left to right): Tex Hinton, Bill 
Bundy, Chet Estenson, Earl 
Thompson, Fred Frier, Ed 
Goodrich, Hubert Ignowski, 
Harry Bonga and Keith 
Dougherty.
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Current REA employees include: (front) Randy, Josh, Barry, Josh, Derick, Kim and Dave. (Middle) Sue, Mark, Janet, Sara, 
Jodi, Sue, Janelle, Troy, Ally and Will. (Back) Tyler, Derek, Ryan, Al, Travis, Kyle, Grant, Chad, Ross, Cody, Joe and Jeremy. 
Not pictured: Ben, Brad, Jason, Kelly, and Sara.
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Unclaimed Capital Credit Checks
Names are listed alphabetical by LAST name. If you know the current address to anyone listed below  

please call 800-473-1722 or email rea@runestoneelectric.com. A complete list is also available at www.RunestoneElectric.com.

20325	 AHRENS, JUDITH A ALEXANDRIA, MN	
16303	 ALDRIDGE, JOHN W INVER GROVE HGTS, MN	
32738	 ANDERSON, CLIFFORD N CYRUS, MN		
32403	 ANDERSON, DANIEL D HENNING, MN		
31931	 ANDERSON, STEVEN W MONTICELLO, MN	
22618	 ANDERSON, VIRGIL J BOYD, MN			 
32837	 ANDREWS, ANDY FARGO ND			 
32590	 AREL, DAVID S ALEXANDRIA, MN			
34166	 AVERY, DARYLL EAU CLAIRE, WI			 
32031	 AVERY, ROBERT C MESA, AZ			 
32409	 BACKES, PAUL OSAKIS, MN			 
32773	 BAIER, JAMES J SARTELL, MN			 
15236	 BARKER, WILLIAM L ELK RIVER, MN		
31694	 BAXTER, MARLENE Y EAGLE BEND, MN	
32272	 BEAR, SHERRI A ALEXANDRIA, MN		
26040	 BERGHERR, JOSEPH F ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32401	 BERNARD, FRANK J SIOUX FALLS, SD	
34199	 BOOEN, MARILYN O STARBUCK, MN		
32371	 BRUSVEN, KARL ALEXANDRIA, MN		
18231	 BUCK, MARLENE R TRACY, MN			 
27135	 BUCZAK, MICHAEL A ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32450	 BUDDHU, CHRIS MAPLE GROVE, MN		
32857	 CARL, EUGENE T ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32971	 CARLSON, DAVID E EVANSVILLE, MN		
35718	 CARROLL, PATRICIA R BRANDON, MN	
32426	 CENTRAL ALLIED ENT. WILLMAR, MN		
32364	 CHATTERTON, M W MINNEAPOLIS, MN	
47106	 CHEVALIER, DENNIS L OAKHURST, CA	
32418	 CHOW, MARILYN E PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN	
32947	 CICHY, DOUGLAS M PRINCETON, MN		
31813	 CIN, DANA D PINE RIVER, MN			 
32468	 CLARK, LESLIE P EVANSVILLE, MN		
50783	 CLOBES, MICHAEL J GLENWOOD, MN		
30201	 COLEMAN, WILLIAM R BERTHA, MN		
32228	 COLGROVE, BRETT SAUK RAPIDS, MN	
30201	 COLEMAN, WILLIAM R BERTHA MN
49365	 CRARY, JOSEPH F ST CLOUD, MN			 
32139	 CREGAN, WM J JR MARSHALL, MN	
32126	 DEBETTIGNIES, R A ALEXANDRIA, MN	
28533	 DOKKEN, LEROY BENSON, MN			 
32985	 DONLEA, SCOTT G NEW ULM, MN			
30276	 DORSCH, ROBERT D KENT, WA			 
49639	 DOUMBIA, AMADOU ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32358	 DRAXTON, ERLE GLENWOOD, MN		
32215	 EBERLY, DANIEL D ALEXANDRIA, MN		
12098	 ECKMAN, LAWRENCE MINNEAPOLIS, MN	
13498	 EHLEN, FRED R GRANITE FALLS, MN		
31788	 EMMERT, JERRY HOFFMAN, MN			 
6492	 EMMERT, NOTA MORRIS, MN			 
32553	 ENGELGAU, CLINT J PLYMOUTH, MN		
43648	 ERLANDSON, SAMUEL W CHAMPLIN, MN	
32485	 ESSMAN, DONELL W ADRIAN, MN		
32110	 EWERS, BECKY A ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32099	 FABER, JEANNETTE I ALEXANDRIA, MN	
20176	 FAHLQUIST, VICTORIA KENSINGTON, MN	
41820	 FIALA, KARLA M ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32289	 FORMO, JEFFREY P GLENWOOD, MN		
32874	 FOSS, MARK OSAKIS, MN			 
32035	 FRANDSON, GARY MARSHALL, MN		
32230	 FRANK, TONY DANUBE, MN			 
20871	 FRENZEL, L D FALCON HEIGHTS, MN		
31885	 GEHRING, BEBE E ST LOUIS PARK, MN	
39632	 GERDES, BENNIE WORTHINGTON, MN	
12948	 GIERSDORF, DONALD ST PAUL, MN	
31770	 GIESEN, LIDWINA G NEW PRAGUE, MN	
33026	 GILBERTSON, RODNEY L BANDERA, TX	
32014	 GRAFF, JIM ALEXANDRIA, MN			 
32216	 GROTHE, ROBERT S BRANDON, MN		
31677	 GUDERJAHN, LESLIE M CYRUS, MN		
46757	 HALTER, JENNIFER ALEXANDRIA, MN 
33098	 HALVERSON, JASON F ST MICHAEL, MN	
31809	 HANSEN, SHERILEE J PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN	

32310	 HANSEN, STEVEN PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN	
31294	 HANSON, RICHARD A SPOKANE VALLEY, WA	
32213	 HANSON, THOMAS R SARTELL, MN		
32174	 HARALDSON, CRAIG D ELBOW LAKE, MN	
32665	 HENTGES, EDWARD J EXCELSIOR, MN	
32736	 HEZLEP, DIRK PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN		
12596	 HIGLEY, JOHN C CENTRALIA, WA			
34302	 HINMAN, RICHARD OSAKIS, MN			 
32172	 HOFF, DELORIS NEW YORK MILLS, MN	
32397	 HOFFMAN, MARIE C ST PAUL, MN	
27211	 HOOVER, MARJORIE A BLAINE, MN		
5124	 HULKONEN, TOIVO KENSINGTON, MN	
32242	 JOHNSON, ANGELA J SAUK CENTRE, MN	
30715	 JOHNSON, BRUCE ST CLOUD, MN			
31678	 JOHNSON, PAUL D EVANSVILLE, MN		
12910	 JOHNSON, SCHEREY ALEXANDRIA, MN	
18031	 JOSEPHS, MILTON E ALEXANDRIA, MN	
29675	 JUELICH, CLARENCE BRECKENRIDGE, MN	
32821	 JUREK, STEVE GLENWOOD, MN			 
29559	 KARGER, GALEN D CHILLICOTHE, MO		
32416	 KASPARI, WAYNE E ELBOW LAKE, MN	
30984	 KASTAN, DAVID A ALEXANDRIA, MN	
10100	 KETELLE, LOIS ALEXANDRIA, MN			
14353	 KLEMENHAGEN, JOSEPH L BRANDON, MN	
31823	 KOEHN, RANDY WEST UNION, IA			 
32535	 KOEP, RICK J ALEXANDRIA, MN		
31563	 KRINGLEN, EVELYN GRAND FORKS, ND 
29120	 KRONBERG, EUGENE L BRANDON, MN 
37471	 L’HOMME DIEU HTS LLC, EDEN PRAIRIE, MN		
32582	 LANDGAARD, KENNETH GARFIELD, MN	
32607	 LANGNER, JENNIFER L ALEXANDRIA, MN	
31849	 LARSON, DARREN ALEXANDRIA, MN		
2134	 LARSON, ORVIN C ELBOW LAKE, MN		
28118	 LARSON, ROGER E GREEN BAY, WI		
33293	 LARUM, MARK L ALEXANDRIA, MN		
33086	 LAWRENCE, ART ELBOW LAKE, MN		
32818	 LENARZ, RONALD M BRANDON, MN		
12857	 LINDMAN, ELOY O MINNEAPOLIS, MN	
30803	 LIVOLSI, STUART GRAHAM, WA			 
32239	 LOMMEN, RUSTY ALEXANDRIA, MN		
31932	 LUDWIG, JOHN W MINNEAPOLIS, MN		
50761	 MACE, HARRY J ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32236  MAJZNER, DAVID BROOKLYN CENTER, MN	
32572	 MANBECK, MARK I GLENWOOD, MN		
33305	 MARCYES, SHAWN CRAIG, CO			 
32154	 MCCLURE, JAMES D ALEXANDRIA, MN	
42949	 MCLEOD, JAMES D SCOTTSDALE, AZ		
32161	 MEYER, GERALDINE NELSON, MN			
23490	 MILLER, CAROL J BUFFALO LK, MN		
31829	 MISCHE, CRAIG SCOTTSDALE, AZ		
32211	 MITRANI, JOSEPH P CHANHASSEN, MN	
32152	 MOEN, PAMELA J MINNEAPOLIS, MN		
32017	 MOON, STEVE M EAGAN, MN			 
29747	 MOORE, ROBERT L ALEXANDRIA, MN	
33094	 MUNSON, SCOTT ST PAUL, MN			 
32537	 MURPHY, MIKE L ALEXANDRIA, MN		
10175	 MUZIK, GEORGE W ALEXANDRIA, MN	
29664	 MYER, DONALD A NEWTON, KS			 
32633	 NADGWICK, TODD MORRIS, MN			 
32855	 NEBOSIS, TIMOTHY S SARTELL, MN		
27964	 NEES, BILL PENSACOLA, FL			 
32475	 NELSON, KIMBERLY A PARKERS PR, MN	
31190	 NELSON, LOWELL H MORRIS, MN			
32967	 NELSON, STEVE A WENDELL, MN			
32398	 ODDEN, MIRIAM FOX POINT, WI			 
32752	 OLNESS, MARIE D LAKE PARK, MN		
31993	 OLSON, BRIAN ALEXANDRIA, MN		
31998	 OLSON, CHRISTOPHER P ALEXANDRIA, MN	
33074	 OLSON, ERIK D NORTH MANKATO, MN	
8991	 OLSON, LORRY ELBOW LAKE, MN		
55936	 OLSON, MICHAEL J ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32248	 ORTHAUS, CHAD M WATERTOWN, SD	

32530	 ORTHAUS, CHAD M WATERTOWN, SD	
32500	 PARKER, W V WILLMAR, MN			 
32406	 PEARSON, RICHARD A MESA, AZ			 
32757	 PEDERSEN, FRED N ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32307	 PETERSON, LYNN VILLARD, MN			 
32170	 PIETSCH, KEVIN E FARGO, ND			 
16843	 PROULX, REGINA FOREST LAKE, MN		
33221	 RANDT, BRAD BROOTEN, MN			 
32327	 REIKOW, CARL HUTCHINSON, MN			
14730	 REVERING, SHARON ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32049	 RINEK, ROBERT P ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32529	 ROACH, TIM P STARBUCK, MN			 
32700	 RUDELL, ZACHARY HOFFMAN, MN		
32189	 RUPP, JAMES EDDYVILLE, IA			 
32278	 SALO, JOSEPH P ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32400	 SALOMON, DALE PABLO, MN		
30797	 SANDERSON, DUANE M HASTINGS, MN	
32411	 SCHMIDTKE, ELAINE ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32945	 SCHUMANN, RANDY HOFFMAN, MN		
28828	 SHARKEY, WILLIAM C HANLEY FALLS, MN	
22432	 SKAALEN, KALMER N MINNETONKA, MN	
56123	 SKINNER, RANDALL C EVANSVILLE, MN	
32306	 SKINNER, R C PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN	
32259	 SLETTO, DOUGLAS L BRANDON, MN	
32324	 SNOWY RIVER INDUST., HOFFMAN, MN	
12386	 SONSTEBY, JAMES HAWLEY, MN		
49318	 SPENNINGSBY, S H ALEXANDRIA, MN		
32273	 STANGELAND, IRWIN E STEWARD, MN	
28249	 STANKE, BRUCE J NORTHFIELD, MN		
32634	 STAPLES, TYLER A SARTELL, MN			 
32727	 STARK, EUGENE R LAKEVILLE, MN		
22500	 STEPHENS, JOHN C ALEXANDRIA, MN	
31979	 STOFFERS, DANIEL R BLAINE, MN			
32425	 STORMOEN, MICHAEL D EAGLE BEND, MN	
32208	 SUCHY, TONY PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN		
34988	 SULLIVAN, GENE ALEXANDRIA, MN		
36616	 SULLIVAN, PATRICK J ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32890	 SUOMALA, DIANE EAST SANDWICH, MA	
31147	 SWENSON, JAMES E WAYZATA, MN		
26274	 SWENSON, M J EVANSVILLE, MN			 
39974	 THOMMEN, MARKUS ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32361	 THOMPSON, MICHAEL CHASEBURG, WI	
38422	 TOLIFSON, DAWN M ALEXANDRIA, MN	
29489	 TOLLEFSON, DARREN R DANDRIDGE, TN	
29502	 TORGRIMSON, LARRY V ANOKA, MN		
32654	 TRETTER, ALAN G PIERZ, MN		
32245	 VANDENEYKEL, JOHN R GLENWOOD, MN	
31701	 VIKANDER, ROBERT J MOUNDS VIEW, MN	
31725	 VOIT, DONALD A ST JOSEPH, MN			 
31064	 WALKER, DAVID S MADISON, MN			 
32499	 WARFIELD, TOM M LOWRY, MN			 
56057	 WATKINS, HANNAH ALEXANDRIA, MN	
32830	 WEGNER, DAVID G ALEXANDRIA, MN	
48541	 WELLS FARGO HOME MORT, DES MOINES, IA	
32244	 WENDORFF, CYRUS W LONG PRAIRIE, MN	
32297	 WERNER, EDWIN L BROOKLYN PARK, MN	
38410	 WHEELER, LELAND W MOUNDS VIEW, MN	
32226	 WHEELER, PATRICK C ALEXANDRIA, MN	
31565	 WILKE, ALAN PARKERS PRAIRIE MN 
16968	 WILLMAN, LEONARD J MINNEAPOLIS, MN	
32552	 WILSON, ROBERT G OSAKIS, MN			 
32463	 YOUNG, JASON A ALEXANDRIA, MN		
		
Is Your Contact  
Information Current?
Update your phone number by calling the 
office at 320-762-1121 or send us an email 
at rea@runestoneelectric.com. Add our 
number: 320-762-1121 to your contacts so 
you’ll know it’s REA and not spam.
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In Case of a Power Outage

	» �Please call 800-473-1722 for 24-hour service. 
Please report any tree branches in lines, 
twisted wires, broken poles and if your 
neighbors are also out of power. 

	» �Be sure to have a corded phone or a charged 
cell phone in the house, because cordless 
phones won’t work when the power is out.

	» �Program the number above into your cell 
phone for easy access.

	» �Never assume we know you are without 
power. Always call to report an outage.

REA will use reasonable diligence to furnish 
adequate and dependable electric service, 

but it cannot and does not guaranty 
continuous and uninterrupted service 

— 
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider and employer 
— 

Sign up to get text messages  
from REA on control days!  

Simply text #loadcontrol to 22300 
Msg and data rates apply

Call 811 or visit  
gopherstateonecall.org

before you dig

$ Energy Assistance Providers
Douglas, Grant, Pope  
and Stevens Counties:
West Central Minnesota
Communities Action, Inc.

(218) 685-4486
1-800-492-4805

Otter Tail County:
Mahube-Otwa Community

Action Partnership, Inc.

Detroit Lakes – (218) 847-1385

Fergus Falls – (218) 739-3011
1-888-458-1385

Todd County:
Todd County  

Social Services

(320) 732-4516
1-888-838-4066
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Let us answer your questions about  
cold weather shut-off protection

We don’t want to shut off 
anyone’s electricity. We will 

work with you to set up a 
payment arrangement or help 

you to see if you qualify for  
shut-off protection. Below 

is a list of energy assistance 
providers that can help with your 

energy bills. It is up to you to 
contact them for help. 

What is the Cold Weather 
Rule?
The Cold Weather Rule protects 
some members from having their 
electricity shut-off due to non-
payment between October 1 and 
April 30. 

Can my heat be shut off in the 
winter? 
Yes. The Cold Weather Rule allows 
electricity to be shut off for non-
payment. You will only be protected 
if electricity provides your primary 
source of heat AND you have done 
ALL the following things:

	» �Your household income meets the 
state guidelines.

	» �You receive referrals to energy 
assistance, weatherization, 
conservation, or other programs 
likely to reduce your energy bills 
from REA. 

	» �You have a payment arrangement 
with REA for which you make 
reasonably timely payments.

If my electricity has been 
disconnected, how can I be 
reconnected? 
In order to re-establish power, 
contact Runestone Electric for the 
total balance due, which will include 
additional fees and a deposit.

Will you disconnect me 
without my knowledge? 
No. You will receive a “Notice of 
Disconnection.” The mailing will 
contain an income verification form 
for you to complete and return. 
There will also be a list of rights and 
responsibilities for you as well as 
REA and a list of agencies that may 
help you. If you receive a Notice 
of Disconnection, you MUST take 
the next step and call us. We do 
attempt to make phone calls if we 
have correct phone numbers. We will 
not shut-off electricity on a Friday, a 
weekend, or the day before a holiday.

What must I do to receive shut-
off protection? 
If you are behind in your electricity 
payments, your first step is to 
contact Runestone Electric 
Association. 

Please call (800) 473-1722 or email 
rea@runestoneelectric.com.

Energy Assistance Program
The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) is a federally funded program 
through the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, which helps 
renters and homeowners pay for energy bills and heating system repairs. 
For example, a family of four could earn up to $70,552 annually and qualify 
to receive financial assistance with energy bills.

To learn more about the EAP program or to apply for assistance:

» �Visit the Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Assistance 
website,  
https://mn.gov/commerce/energy/consumer-assistance/energy-
assistance-program/

» �Contact your county EAP service provider. (See list below)


