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The REA Board of Directors is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Al Haman as CEO. Al 
has served as interim CEO since March and will 
continue as the Manager of Operations and 
Engineering, where he has served in this role 
since 2008.

Prior to accepting the CEO position, Al served as 
the CEO of STAR Energy Services in Alexandria 
since 1999. Al is a registered professional 
engineer and an NDSU graduate originally from 
Bluffton, Minnesota.

Al graduated from Wadena Senior High School 
(now Wadena-Deer Creek High School) in 1986. 
After receiving a bachelor’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering at NDSU, Al was hired by Otter 
Tail Power and began his engineering career 
in Fergus Falls. During the summer of 1999, Al 
accepted the position of CEO for STAR Energy 
Services, a subsidiary of REA. STAR provides a 
variety of services to electric utilities.

“The board is delighted that Al has made the 
decision to make this career change and accept 
the CEO position,” said REA Board President 
Barbra Johnson.  “Having worked with Al for 
the past 12 years in his position as Manager of 
Operations and Engineering and having him as 
interim CEO for the last eight months makes us 
confident that REA will be in good hands with 
him at the helm.”

“All of us on the REA Board of Directors 
congratulate Al and look forward to his 
leadership for years to come!” said Johnson.

REA wishes you and your family 
a very Happy Thanksgiving!
REA will be closed November 26 and 27.

To report a power outage or an emergency, call (800) 473-1722. 
We have a 24-hour answering service to take your call.

During this time when we have so much for which to be thankful, 
we want to thank you for your business!

Haman Accepts REA 
CEO Position

Plans to escape the 
cold this winter?  
Stop and read BEFORE turning 
off your water heater at your 
electric panel

Turning off your water heater 
when leaving on extended trips 
can be a good idea as long as 
you follow these friendly tips: 

1. Check your breakers

Don’t turn off the breaker if you 
have a yellow sticker (pictured) 
or if your electric panel lists 
your water heater circuit 
powering your off-peak meter 
and controller. If the breaker is 
turned off, you will miss out on 
the value of off-peak rates while 
you’re away. 

2. Disconnect Switch 

Have your electrician install a 
disconnect switch. Installed next 
to the water heater, a disconnect 
switch lets you shut off your 
water heater while maintaining 
power to the off-peak meter and 
controller.  

Still have questions?  
Feel free to contact REA.

Is your Dual Fuel System ready for winter?
If you have a dual fuel heating system, also known as an off-peak system, 
now is the time to be sure your off-peak controls are functioning and 
your back-up system is prepared. Your fuel supply should be checked and 
chimneys cleaned.

Summer storms can damage equipment controls within off-peak heating 
systems. It is the member’s responsibility to contact an electrical contractor 
should the system not be functioning correctly.

If you have electric heat, but are not sure if you are on the dual fuel program, 
please call REA at (800) 473-1722.

When will my dual fuel heating system  
be controlled?
»  Usually on the coldest winter evenings during periods of the highest 

demand for electricity. But other factors can lead to load control as well.

»  Between 100 and 120 hours per year (400 hours max.) and will not exceed 
12 hours per control event.

»  Any time of the day, but typically in the early evening  
(4:30 - 9:30 p.m.) and occasionally in the morning.

»  Check on the likelihood of control by visiting  
www.RunestoneElectric.com and select “Today’s Load Control”.



A Note from your New CEO 
REA members experience fewer power outages due 
to on-going underground cable replacement program 
I would like to express my sincere 
thank you to the REA Board of 
Directors for entrusting me to lead 
this great organization.  Also, a big 
thank you to the REA employee 
group for all of their support 
and well wishes extended to me 
upon this decision.  I am looking 

forward to contributing to REA’s future success and 
building upon a great legacy with you!

Now that the summer storm season has come to a close 
and we begin our annual budget process, the Operations 
team looks back on the year’s outage statistics and 
makes a work plan for the upcoming year.  Since 2009, 
one of the key statistics we monitor closely are outages 
due to failing underground cable.  Prior to 1986, much 
of the underground cable manufactured in the United 
States had major deficiencies that didn’t become evident 
until after it was installed and in-service for several 
years.  The manufacturer defects included poor design, 
insufficient control over the extrusion process, and 
overall quality control problems.  The early underground 
cable often failed prematurely, which caused the 
manufacturers to regroup and improve the product. 
REA has been using the improved underground cable 
design in various forms since 1986.  Underground cable 
purchased after the late 1980s has performed well, with a 
great track record.

However, we still have pre-1986 underground cable in 
use within the REA service territory which continues 
to fail.  Since 2009, REA has had a specific budget 
initiative to target underground cable replacement of 
line sections that experience outages. On average, we 
spend nearly $600,000 each year to replace failing 
underground cable.  Each underground outage is tracked 
and entered into a spreadsheet that includes the length 
of the line segment, how many accounts were involved 
in the outage, the number of outages, and the estimated 
cost to replace the underground cable.  The projects 
are prioritized based upon various criteria. The cost 
estimates are then totaled and added to the next year’s 
capital construction budget.

After budget approval in December, the Operations team 
begins the process of permitting, environmental review, 

preliminary design, and placing material orders.  Finally, 
when spring arrives, the projects are staked in the field, 
Gopher State One Call (line locating) notifications made, 
and our crews begin the construction process.

The focus on underground cable replacement has 
significantly improved power reliability.  When we began 
this project twelve years ago, underground cable failure 
was the leading cause of outage time for REA members, 
with a total of 2,669 accounts without power for 
7,303 hours. In 2019, the hours off dropped to just 530 
accounts without power for 1,191 hours.  As you can see 
from the graphic, REA’s investment in replacing failing 
underground cable has substantially reduced outages. 

In addition to replacing failed underground cable, we 
have also adopted the process of replacing overhead 
powerlines with underground cable whenever possible. I 
will touch on this and other initiatives to improve power 
reliability in the months to come.  Doing all we can to 
safely keep your lights on is our number one priority at 
Runestone Electric. 

Al Haman 
CEO

 »  Mrs. Nelson reviewed the Financial Report for August 2020 
noting REA has continued to have sales higher than budgeted 
for the year. Operating expense is under budget for the year 
due to mild weather and fewer outages allowing more labor 
time to be spent in the field working on capital projects, 
and less expense for events and training due to the Covid-19 
restrictions. In August, we paid off FFB principal with our 
Cushion of Credit (CoC) balance, as allowed by the revision to 
the CoC Program in the 2018 Farm Bill. Payroll tax credits are 
being claimed for 2020 employee leave allowed in the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act.

 »  Interim CEO Haman presented the 2020-2034 Long-Range 
Plan. No board action was required. He also provided an update 
on Covid-19 effects of on the REA workforce and explained how 
the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) works.   

 » Mr. Rooney reviewed the ‘SotaGrown ribbon-cutting at West  
 Central Area Schools, ReChargeMN recognition, REA’s generator  
 program and the cancellation of the community education EV  
 class. 

 » The regular November Board Meeting will be November 24, 2020 at  
 9:00 a.m.

REA Board of Director Meeting Highlights - September 2020
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Unclaimed Capital Credit Checks
Names are listed alphabetical by LAST name and follow this format: Member Number Last Name, First Name Last Known City. 
If you know the current address to anyone listed below please call 800-473-1722 or email rea@runestoneelectric.com.  
Please note the member number. This list is also available at www.RunestoneElectric.com.

29283 AKERVIK, SHARI L ALEXANDRIA, MN 
28951 ANDERSON, ALLAN G ASHBY, MN 
2404 ANDERSON, CASPER SAINT PAUL, MN 
28830 ANDERSON, LARRY R HOFFMAN, MN 
21738 ANDERSON FUR FARM MORRIS, MN 
29469 ANDOR, CARL SR MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
28862 ANDREASEN, TROY M KENSINGTON, MN
24750 ANGERHOFER, BEVERLY WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN 
55026 ANNIS,  JOHN L PARKERS PRAIRIE, MN 
29262 ASTRUP, KEITH M ALEXANDRIA, MN 
29390 BALDWIN, CURT K  MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
29129 BARTELS, BERNAL SAUK RAPIDS, MN 
28071 BARTHLE, DENNIS CJR ALEXANDRIA, MN 
29221 BARTOS, TREVOR GLENWOOD, MN 
29075 BATEMAN, MARK D BAXTER, MN 
26611 BENDER, JODY NELSON, MN 
28651 BENGTSON, DONALD L MESA, AZ 
29683 BENNETT, MELANIE A FARWELL, MN 
29686 BENSON, REBECCA J CLARA CITY, MN 
29374 BLAKESLEY, BRENDA HOFFMAN, MN 
29320 BLOMMEL, DUANE W CLARISSA, MN 
28472 BOAND, WAYNE M LINO LAKES, MN 
29211 BOERHAVE, KATHLEEN FERGUS FALLS, MN 
16273 BOERNER, JERRY W BERGENFIELD, NJ 
29296 BOGIE, KATHY ALEXANDRIA, MN 
27439 BORCHARDT, MARY  E WEBSTER CITY, IA 
27745 BOSEK, JOHN W ALEXANDRIA, MN 
29605 BRAND, ROBERT A MANKATO, MN 
28688 BREEN, DENNIS P MONTEVIDEO, MN 
28266 BRUMMER, CAROLYN ZIMMERMAN, MN 
28859 BRYANT,  MCRAY C ALEXANDRIA, MN 
29503 BULLER, RONALD FLANDREAU, SD 
29349 CASSELL, JOHN ALEXANDRIA, MN 
28971 CAVEGN, EVELYN ALEXANDRIA, MN 
23631 CHATTIN, JOHN M BEMIDJI, MN 
11393 CHRISTENSEN, ARTHUR MANKATO, MN 
28913 CHRISTENSON, DEBORAH J ELBOW LAKE, MN 
28907 CHRISTENSON, TRACY CHATFIELD, MN 
29738 CICHON, MICHAEL C FARGO, ND  
28574 CLEVELAND, BRUCE D ALEXANDRIA, MN 
28957 CONDON, CHRISTINE M ALEXANDRIA, MN 
29031 COOKINGHAM, KEVIN M CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI 
28715 COOLEY, DONALD J ALEXANDRIA, MN 
53655 CORELL, ERIN F GLENWOOD, MN 
12801 DAHLKE, KENNETH ALEXANDRIA, MN 
28634 DAUDT, MICHAEL T LONGVILLE, MN 
29571 DERUDDER, GERALDINE A EDEN PRAIRIE, MN 
29528 DILLARD, BOBBY R TALLASSEE, AL 
29427 DOLLINGER, NEAL A MORA, MN 
28685 DRAPER LARRY G INVER GROVE, MN 
9934 DRUMMOND, EVERETT MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 
26562 EDBLOM, MARVIN L HOFFMAN, MN 
22383 EKLO, JOHN R STARBUCK, MN 
29314 EVAVOLD, CHRIS E EVANSVILLE, MN 
29331 EVENSON, KATHLEEN L EVANSVILLE, MN 
18194 FEARING, LUCILLE OSAKIS, MN 
28894 FRAISL, CHRISTINA OSAKIS, MN 
53851 FUNK, CARL L GLENWOOD, MN 
29274 GALLAGHER, MAUREEN MORRIS, MN
47001 GOODCORP LLC GLENWOOD, MN
28908 GOSLINGA, STEWART KINGSLEY, IA
29191 GRAFFAM, WALTER MOUNT PLEASANT, IA
27701 GRAY, TODD D NISSWA, MN
29566 GREGG, MICHAEL D ALEXANDRIA, MN
28443 GRIMES, JOHN R BURNSVILLE, MN
29628 GROVER, PAUL WASILLA, AK
29236 GUGGISBERG, EVELYN A GLENWOOD, MN
29360 GUIDOTTI, JOHN F PROVIDENCE, RI
29410 HAGLUND, WALDEMAR KERKHOVEN, MN
28095 HANLEY, EUGENE F CUMBERLAND, WI
29671 HANSEN, HERBERT C MCHENRY, IL
29689 HARADA, NORMAN L MISSOURI VALLEY, IA
28986 HAUCK, JANET OSAKIS, MN
29176 HELGET, JEFFREY W ALEXANDRIA, MN
29596 HEURUNG, KAY NELSON, MN
29342 HI 29 SUPPER CLUB ALEXANDRIA, MN
29373 HJELM, NANCY HOFFMAN, MN
27813 HOBERG, FLOYD D HANCOCK, MN
29226 HOFFMAN, CHRISTOPHER J LOVELAND, CO
29366 HOGAN, WARREN J HOFFMAN, MN
29369 HOIUM, MICHAEL R GLENWOOD, MN
24489 HOLCOMB, W E BROOMFIELD, CO
25681 HOLT, JAMES L MAPLE LAKE, MN
29258 HOLT, PAULA J BIG LAKE, MN

29468 HOLWEGER,  JAMES M SAINT CLOUD, MN
29375 HOOPER, DALE G BLOOMINGTON, MN
29814 HOOVER, DEAN LONG PRAIRIE, MN
21425 HORN, THOMAS D MAPLE GROVE, MN
29473 HULS, JAMES M ROCK RAPIDS, IA
27681 HUSEBY, ELVIN GRANITE FALLS, MN
29239 JACOBY, JOSEPH ALEXANDRIA, MN
28648 JANSEN, JAMES A BLOOMINGTON, MN
28990 JASMER, LYNN W STARBUCK, MN
29455 JOHNSON, BRUCE A ALEXANDRIA, MN
28708 JOHNSON, GLEN R ROANOKE, VA
29034 JOHNSON, JEFF DETROIT LAKES, MN
29275 JOHNSON, LARRY D BROWERVILLE, MN
10974 JOHNSON,  LE ROY ALAMO, TX
28508 JOHNSON, RICHARD H STILLWATER, MN
28882 JOHNSON, RONALD NJR CARLOS, MN
29500 JOHNSTON, BRIAN E CENTURIA, WI
29325 JONGELING, KEVIN H RICHVILLE, MN
28234 KAIMI, LEONARD F BARSTOW, CA
27710 KALLHOFF, LEONARD W GLENCOE, MN
27990 KIENBERGER, WILLARD EST WELCH, MN
29303 KILLIAN, SHERI ALEXANDRIA, MN
11375 KLASSEN, ROBERT LONG PRAIRIE, MN
28397 KLEIN, MARGARET K SAINT PAUL, MN
2635 KLIMEK, BERT BRANDON, MN
18182 KLIMEK, ELREEN BRANDON, MN
29338 KOENIG, BRIAN L ALEXANDRIA, MN
29453 KOSTECKA, TIMOTHY W ALEXANDRIA, MN
8007 KRAFTHEFER, FLORENCE ALEXANDRIA, MN
27697 KRAL, DENIS R SANDPOINT, ID
29292 KRAUSE, RONALD A MARSHALL, MN
24755 KROHNFELDT, GAYLORD G PHILLIPS, WI
28686 KRUGER, KEN VILLARD, MN
28775 KYLLO, DONALD B ALEXANDRIA MN
29217 LANDWEHR, JOHN CEDAR, MN
26780 LANGE, CATHERINE A PARKER, CO
28958 LARSEN, MICHAEL D NEVIS, MN
28121 LARSON, JON E LOWRY, MN
29150 LAWRENCE, DONALD P HOFFMAN, MN
29143 LEE, MARK A GLENWOOD, MN
28391 LEE, WM C ALEXANDRIA, MN
29483 LEHN, JAMES D ELK RIVER, MN
28974 LERAAS, MARJORIE  A WILLMAR, MN
29467 LIIMATAINEN, DARLA CARLTON, MN
29328 LINDSETH, ROBERT M MINNEAPOLIS, MN
28906 LINDSTROM, CURTIS P HAWTHORNE, FL
28691 LITTLE, LAWRENCE W LITTLE FALLS, MN
28765 LONG, STEVEN J KENSINGTON, MN
28258 LORCH, RICHARD G ROCHESTER, MN
29462 LUND, GORDON L FERGUS FALLS, MN
54976 MARCZAK, CLARENCE HANCOCK, MN
28856 MARECK, JAMES H AUSTIN, TX
29513 MARKEY, NANCY D ALEXANDRIA, MN
28723 MARTIN, AMBER ELBOW LAKE, MN
29551 MARTIN, CHESTER E ALEXANDRIA, MN
10954 MARTIN, DAVID BUFFALO, MN
29265 MATTISON, ROGER D PINE RIVER, MN
29568 MAUK, RICHARD D HOPEDALE, OH
29663 MC CALIP,  R HERMAN, MN
17197 MCKEON, EMMETT R MINNEAPOLIS, MN
29791 MERGENS, DANIEL M FARGO, ND
29672 MERZ, WM W GLYNDON, MN
29549 MEYER, NANCY L EVANSVILLE, MN
29779 MIDWEST CABLEVISION MORRIS, MN
29480 MIKEL, ROGER SAUK CENTRE, MN
27115 MILLER, CHARLES F ALEXANDRIA, MN
28707 MILLS, CHARLES H ALEXANDRIA, MN
4042 MOE, RUDOLPH KENSINGTON, MN
28852 MORD, DAVID F HENNING, MN
28313 MOREHOUSE, ROBERT F CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
29167 MORRAU, JEFFREY R FARGO, ND
28819 MULFORD, JOSEPH MILTONA, MN
28890 NELSON, CARL S BIG LAKE, MN
29337 NELSON, DONALD J ALEXANDRIA, MN
14056 NELSON, IRENE L HOFFMAN, MN
29539 NELSON, JAMES  A TUCSON, AZ
18192 NELSON, SHIRLEY J HOFFMAN, MN
29307 NORD, JEROME ELBOW LAKE, MN
28784 NORTON, DONALD WATERTOWN, SD
29214 OBERG, RANDY J SAINT CLOUD, MN
28919 OJA, SCOTT EVELETH, MN
29188 OLSON, CARYLL L MINNEAPOLIS, MN
28623 OLSON, CORY ALEXANDRIA, MN
29585 OLSON, JAZELL  J MONTEVIDEO, MN

28944 OTTO, BRAD EVANSVILLE, MN
28879 PARROTT, RONALD W MINNEAPOLIS, MN
13339 PATTON, ALFRED ALEXANDRIA, MN
28941 PAULSEN, RUDOLPH H ALEXANDRIA, MN
29861 PEAVEY, ROGER AMERY, WI
29470 PERDONI, LOUIS ANNANDALE, MN
13336 PERRIN, NORMAN EVANSVILLE, MN
29213 PESOLA, DOREEN ALEXANDRIA, MN
27209 PETRYSZYN, LES J GARRISON, ND
28760 PETTET, RICHARD GJR ALEXANDRIA, MN
28453 PRECHT, ED LONG PRAIRIE, MN
28680 PURE WATER AQUACULTURE GARFIELD, MN
29648 QUOETONE, MICKEY SAINT PAUL, MN
28942 RAEKER, RONALD D MINNEAPOLIS, MN
29560 RAITZ, CHAD G GLENWOOD, MN
23881 REAR, JEANNETTE CRYSTAL, MN
29426 REMER, CLETUS F LITCHFIELD, MN
29437 RENTZ, COLLEEN MORRIS , MN
29578 REUTTER, TERRI R DALTON, MN
13973 REYNOLDS, HARVEY G HOFFMAN, MN
28945 REYNOLDS, JOHN L GARFIELD, MN
29201 RICHARDS, LOREN BUFFALO LAKE, MN
28339 ROOB, VICTOR A KIHEI, HI
28616 ROSSOW, JERRY R MESA, AZ
18179 ROUSH, LORRAYNE VILLARD, MN
54855 SALTO, TED OSAKIS, MN
29161 SAXTON, TODD W CARLOS, MN
25016 SAYLER, TERRY L ALEXANDRIA, MN
9368 SCHLOSSER, N DAVID EVERETT, WA
28268 SCHNEIDERHAN, SCOTT ALEXANDRIA, MN
29727 SCHOENROCK, CHRIS ALEXANDRIA, MN
29181 SCHREIBER, DOUGLAS E OSAKIS, MN
8139 SCHUHMACHER, R AND DALE BUFFALO JUNCTION, VA
28596 SCHUMACHER, JOSEPH DENISON, IA
28943 SCHUTZ , HENRY F HOLMEN, WI
22856 SCHWANKE, EMIL A OSAKIS, MN
29282 SCHWARTZ, STEVEN L MURDOCK, MN
29197 SEAMAN, ROBERT W ALEXANDRIA, MN
5887 SHERMAN LEONARD OSAKIS, MN
29400 SHOGREN, RONALD W LADY LAKE, FL
29267 SIMON, LLOYD NAVARRE, MN
23736 SKROVE, DONALD J ALEXANDRIA, MN
29737 SLOTTEN, GREGORY STARBUCK, MN
29273 SOLTIS, ROBERT F LODGE GRASS, MT
28626 SORENSON, PAULETTE J ALEXANDRIA, MN
25986 SPRUCE CREEK FISH FARM MILTONA, MN
29326 STADICK, EUGENE W UNDERWOOD, ND
13414 STEWART, RAY SAINT CLOUD, MN
28693 STOECKEL, CURTIS J ALEXANDRIA, MN
28901 STRAMER, STEVEN J BARNESVILLE, MN
29667 STROM, SHARON ALEXANDRIA, MN
28855 SUBY, PETER MILTONA, MN
29534 SWANSON, DUANE W NORTHFIELD, MN
29165 SWENSON, BEVERLY DASSEL, MN
27301 TERPSTRA, JOHN W COON RAPIDS, MN
29253 THE ANTIQUE MALL OF ALEX MILTONA, MN
29894 THORN, JOHN J SAINT MICHAEL, MN
29555 THORSTAD, GARY J MARSHALL, MN
29739 TIETJEN, CHARLENE HOPKINS, MN
28994 TIX, WILLIAM T ROSEMOUNT, MN
20275 TOLIFSON, RUSSELL L MORRIS, MN
21407 TRANTANELLA, AUGUST J EAGAN, MN
29510 TWA, ROBERT L ALEXANDRIA, MN
15292 UHDE, DAVID A DEER CREEK, MN
29446 VERSCHAETSE, BILL K MARSHALL, MN
29752 VON UTTER, VERNETTA L EVANSVILLE, MN
28839 WALDORF, BONNIE ALEXANDRIA, MN
28800 WALTERMAN, JAY S MAHTOMEDI, MN
10434 WARKENTHIEN, VIRGIL ALEXANDRIA, MN
28769 WENZEL, WILLIAM LONG PRAIRIE, MN
29506 WERNER, JAMES OSAKIS, MN
28870 WHITING, SPENCER ALEXANDRIA, MN
17185 WICK, JAMES L BURNSVILLE, MN
28540 WILLIAMS, CAROL L SAINT PAUL PARK, MN
55437 WILLIAMS, DANIEL  J DONNELLY, MN
28645 WILLIAMS, EDMOND ALBERTVILLE, MN
29116 WINDISH, J S ALEXANDRIA, MN
27999 WINDMUELLER, FREDRICK P ALEXANDRIA, MN
53472 WRIGHT, SHARNIECE BROOTEN, MN
18196 WUSSOW, SELMA ALEXANDRIA, MN
27429 ZIMMEL, BRAD OSAKIS, MN
26943 ZUREK, JEFFREY J BROOKLYN PARK, MN
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Call 811 or visit  
gopherstateonecall.org
before you dig

Know what’s below,
Call before you dig! 

How many years have you been on the board?
I have been on the board for 1.5 years. I represent the townships of Brandon, 
Holmes City, Moe, Lake Mary, and Solem.

Where do you live? 
We live 15 miles west of Alexandria, straight north of Andes Tower Hills.

Where is your hometown/high school?
I grew up in rural Kensington and graduated from Hoffman-Kensington High 
School in 1989.

Tell us about your family.
I met my wife, Amy, back in 1995 at the Barrett Street Dance. Two years later, 
we were married. And since then, we’ve had four kids. We have Dawson (21), is 
studying construction management at MSU in Moorhead. Gage (18) is studying ag 
systems at NDSU. At West Central Area Schools in Barrett, we have Ryder (16), a 
junior, and Addison (13), an eighth-grader.

What is your passion as a board member?
I’m passionate about two things as an REA board member - representing my 
district’s members – giving them safe, reliable power at a reasonable cost. And the 
second thing that I’m really passionate about is the power industry’s evolution – 
replacing fossil fuels with renewable energy.

What is your favorite REA program?
Several REA programs are wonderful, but as a father of four kids, one of my 
favorite programs is the scholarship program. The scholarship program uses 
unclaimed capital credit funds for educational purposes to support students 
attending college. 

What keeps you busy outside of being a director for REA?
I’ve been farming for 25 years, and of those 25 years, farming full-time since 2012. 
Previous to that, I worked at the Minnesota Department of Transportation for 21 
years. The family farm kept growing, so now I’m a permanent full-time farmer. 
When I’m not raising corn and soybeans, I’m raising kids and attending their 
athletic events.

What is something others might not know about you?

I love to snowboard! Now that we have snow, it probably will not be long until 
we’re out snowboarding. About eight years ago, my kids said, ‘Dad, you have to try 
snowboarding!’ After several falls, a sore back, and wrists, I got the hang of it. I sold 
my skis and bought a snowboard.W

What is the best advice you’ve either given or received?

Some of the best advice I have received is never to stop learning or growing and to 
accept technology. Some people have a hard time with the changes in technology. 
I think, for the most part, changes in technology have been positive.

Three words that best describe you:

Outgoing, adventurous, and hard-working. 

REA District Four Director Dave 
Staples represents townships in the 
center of REA’s service territory. In 
addition to being an REA director, 
Dave is a farmer and a busy dad of 
four kids. Read more about Dave 
below: 

BONUS
Questions:

Tractors -  
Red or Green?  

RED! 

Lefsa - Sugar or  
No Sugar?  

Butter Only 
It’s better with sugar,  

but I try to avoid the sugar

Do you 
say Wash 
or Worsh? 

Wash
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